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A78-year-old woman presented with back pain. Contrast-enhanced computed tomogra-phy performed at the time of admission showed an acute intramural hematoma ex-tending from the aortic arch to the distal thoracic aorta (A). A computed tomo-
graphic scan obtained on hospital day 4 showed a penetrating branch (B, arrowheads)
extending from the intramural hematoma to the bronchial artery, and an ulcer-like projection
(C, arrow) soon developed at the site of the hematoma. The size of the ulcer-like projection
increased over time, and on hospital day 15, its largest diameter was 12 mm (D). On hospital
day 25, spontaneous closure of the penetrating branch was noted (E), and 7 days later, sponta-
neous closure of the projection occurred (F). Although the development process of ulcer-like
projections is not yet understood in detail, our findings suggest that the presence of penetrat-
ing branches is involved in the development of ulcer-like projections.
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